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NAVIGATION APPARATUS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application is based on and claims the benefit
of priority of Japanese Patent Application No. 2011-269934,
filed on Dec. 9, 2011, the disclosure of which is incorporated
herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure generally relates to a navigation
apparatus performing route guidance based on map data and
road data that are acquired and learned through travel expe-
riences of the vehicle.

BACKGROUND

Based on a trace of movements of a movable object such as
a vehicle, a navigation apparatus learns a new road which is
not registered in a ready-made map data. Such a navigation
apparatus is conventionally disclosed in, for example, Japa-
nese Patent Laid-Open No. H06-88733 (JP *733) and Japa-
nese Patent Laid-Open No. 2006-125883 (JP *883). The road
learn function is a function that learns a new road not regis-
tered in the map data, by generating a new road (i.e., a learned
road) and storing it, based on the trace of the vehicle’s move-
ments from a point where a current vehicle position departed
from an existing road of the map data to a point where the
current vehicle position returned to the existing road.

In the prior art, the learned road links, which are based on
the vehicle’s travel experience, and the existing road links in
the ready-made map data are evenly reflected, without dis-
tinction, to the contents of the route guidance, when the route
guidance is provided for the user. However, when the learned
roads are reflected in the route guidance, such learned roads
may not necessarily be appropriate as a route guidance object,
which is caused by the lack of reliability, or uncertainty, of the
learned roads.

For instance, the data stored as the learned road link regard-
ing the shape and/or the progress direction of such road may
be different from the actual shape and/or direction due to its
generation method nature, which is based on the vehicle’s
travel experience, or the trace of the vehicle movements.
Therefore, in such case, the route guidance provided to the
user may be different from what the user is actually experi-
encing, in terms of, for example, the provided shape of the
branch point, thereby confusing the user rather than guiding.

SUMMARY

In an aspect of the present disclosure, a navigation appa-
ratus uses ready-made map data and learned road data for
providing route guidance during a travel of a subject vehicle.
The learned road data includes information regarding a
learned road link, which is detected by a learned road detec-
tor. The learned road link is a road that is not included as an
existing road link stored in the ready-made map data.

The navigation apparatus of the present disclosure includes
a branch classification unit and a route guide unit.

The branch classification unit determines whether an
approach route to a branch point and an exit route from the
branch point corresponds to a learned road link in the learned
road data. The branch point is a linchpin position of the two
routes and serves as a route guidance object. If both the
approach route to the branch point and the exit route from the
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branch point are not learned road links, the route guide unit
provides an existing road branch guidance. The existing road
branch guidance provides a progress direction instruction at
the branch point by using the existing road links of the ready-
made map data.

On the other hand, if at least one of the approach route to
the branch point and the exit route from the branch point is
determined to be a learned road link, the route guide unit
provides a learned road branch guidance. The learned road
branch guidance, which is different from the existing road
branch guidance, provides guidance information reflecting
the learned road link of the learned road data.

According to the above, when at least one of the approach
route to the route guidance object branch point and the exit
route to the route guidance object branch point is a learned
road link, the route guidance for the branch point provides
different guidance information than a conventional route
guidance that is provided for existing road link of the ready-
made map data. In such manner, at the branch point having the
learned road link connected thereto, in consideration of
uncertainty of the connection state of such learned road link
serving as the approach/exit route, the branch guidance is
provided in a distinguishing manner from the conventional
branch guidance.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other objects, features and advantages of the present dis-
closure will become more apparent from the following
detailed description disposed with reference to the accompa-
nying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram a navigation apparatus in an
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a branch guidance process;

FIG. 3 is a flowchart of a guidance request process;

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of a travel track guidance process;

FIG. 5 is a flowchart of a consecutive guidance process;

FIG. 6 is a flowchart of a consolidation guidance process;

FIGS. 7A, 7B are illustrations of a first branch guidance of
FIG. 2;

FIG. 8 is an illustration of a guidance route P1 of FIGS. 7A,
7B with supplemental links;

FIGS. 9A, 9B are illustrations of a second branch guidance
of FI1G. 2;

FIG. 10 is an illustration of a guidance route P1 of FIGS.
9A, 9B with supplemental links;

FIGS. 11A, 11B are illustrations of a third branch guidance
of FI1G. 2;

FIG. 12 is an illustration of the guidance request process of
FIG. 3;

FIGS. 13A, 13B are illustrations of the travel track guid-
ance process of FIG. 4;

FIG. 14 is an illustration of the consecutive guidance pro-
cess of FIG. 5; and

FIG. 15 is an illustration of the consolidation guidance
process of FIG. 6.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The embodiments of the present disclosure are described
with reference to the drawings in the following. The follow-
ing embodiments are illustrative and are not meant to limit the
present disclosure in any way.

(Configuration of Navigation Apparatus)

With reference to FIG. 1, a navigation apparatus 1 of the
present embodiment may be a navigation system installed in
a subject vehicle. The navigation apparatus 1 includes a posi-
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tion detector 21 to detect a current position of a subject
vehicle, an operation switch group (SW) 22 to input various
instructions from a user, a map data input unit 24 to input data
from a storage that stores map data and/or programs, a display
unit 26 to display various information, a sound output unit 27
to output various guide sounds, and a control unit 29.

The position detector 21 includes a Global Positioning
System (GPS) receiver 21a that receives a signal from a GPS
satellite and detects a position coordinate and an altitude of
the subject vehicle. In addition, the position detector 21
includes a gyroscope 214 that outputs a detection signal
according to an angular velocity of rotation motion of the
subject vehicle, and a range sensor 21c¢ that outputs a travel
distance of the subject vehicle. The control unit 29 calculates
a current position, a direction, a speed and the like of the
subject vehicle based on an output signal from the GPS
receiver 21a, the gyroscope 215, and the range sensor 21c.

Further, the method of calculating the current position of
the subject vehicle based on the output signal from the GPS
receiver 21a may be implemented in various manners, such as
a single point positioning method, a relative positioning
method.

The operation switch group 22 includes a touch panel
integrally disposed on a screen of the display unit 26 and a
mechanical key positioned around the touch panel.

The map data input unit 24 is a device for inputting, to the
control unit 29, data from a map data storage medium and/or
amemory medium storing learn road data regarding a learned
road acquired by a road learn function.

The map data storage medium stores ready-made map data
provided by a map data provider. The ready-made map data
may more practically be data including road data made up
from links for connecting nodes and the nodes representing a
point such as a branch point or the like, image data used for
drawing backgrounds, map matching data, route guidance
data, operation programs for the operation of the navigation
apparatus 1, and design image data. Further, the ready-made
map data may include the original map data and downloaded
difference data, which represents the difference, or an update,
of the original map data.

The memory medium for storing the learn road data may be
a memory device of electrically/magnetically rewritable
nature, which retains its memory even when the electric
power supply is turned off, such as a hard disk, a flash
memory. When a new road, which is non-existent in the
pre-registered roads or already-learned roads, is detected by
the road learn function of the navigation apparatus 1, learned
road data of the new road is stored to the memory medium,
and the new road becomes a learned road. The learned road
data includes information of the road connection state and a
shape of the link, where the road connection state is in regards
to a node that is a connection point between the existing roads
and the learned road and a link connecting two nodes.

The display unit 26 may be a color display unit having, for
example, a liquid crystal display as its display screen, and is
capable of displaying various images according to the input of
the video signal from the control unit 29. The display unit 26
is used for displaying a guidance route from a departure place
to a destination, a current vehicle position mark, and other
guidance information together with other information. The
sound output unit 27 is configured to output voice guidance or
the like regarding various information. The display unit 26
and the sound output unit 27 are used to display images and to
output voices for providing route guidance, such as a travel
direction.

The control unit 29 is implemented as a computer having a
CPU, a ROM, a RAM, an input/output and a bus line con-
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4

necting those components in combination with other parts,
for controlling the above-described parts. The control unit 29
performs various kinds of process based on the program and
data retrieved from the ROM and/or the map data input unit
24. The control unit 29 may thereby correspond to a branch
classification unit, a route guide unit, a return unit, a succes-
sive branch guidance unit, and a message consolidation unit,
and in claims.

(Operation of the Navigation Apparatus)

Processes performed by the control unit 29 are described in
the following.

Processes related to navigation may include a map display
process and a route guidance process. The map display pro-
cess detects the current position of the subject vehicle based
on the detection signal from the position detector 21. Next the
map display process generates a map image based on map
data around the current position retrieved from the map data
input unit 24 and displays the map image around the current
position on the display unit 26.

Further, the control unit 29 displays, on top of the map
image to be displayed on the display unit 26, a vehicle posi-
tion mark for showing the current position of the subject
vehicle, which is detected by a detection signal from the
position detector 21. The vehicle position mark is controlled
to move along the display as the subject vehicle travels on the
road. In addition, the control unit 29 scrolls the map image.

Further, in the route guidance process, upon having an
input of a destination from the user through operation of the
operation switch group 22, the control unit 29 performs an
optimum route search. Specifically, the control unit 29
searches for an optimum route to a destination from a depar-
ture place, which is set as the current position of the subject
vehicle, based on the road data retrieved from the map data
input unit 24. The display unit 26 displays the optimum route
searched, which serves as a guidance route, on top of the map
image. The control unit 29 outputs guidance information,
such as a progress direction, as an image and/or a voice/sound
at a position before a specific guidance point such as a branch
on the guidance route, for guiding the subject vehicle along
the route toward the destination.

Further, when the subject vehicle travels an area other than
an existing road, which is registered in the ready-made map
data (i.e., road data existing), or the learned road, which is
already registered, the navigation apparatus 1 of the present
embodiment generates, by using the road learn function,
learned road data for the new road based on a trace of move-
ments during such a travel. The new road and its correspond-
ing learned road data is registered in the memory medium of
the map data input unit 24 as a learned road data. The control
unit 29 reads the learned road data registered in the memory
medium and the road data existing in the map data, performs
a process for keeping the consistency between the two kinds
of'data to be utilized as one map data, and utilizes the data for
the map display process and the route guidance process.

More practically, the control unit 29 regularly identifies a
current position of the subject vehicle by the position detector
21 during the travel of the subject vehicle. Based on a trace of
the subject vehicle’s movements from a position where the
subject vehicle departs from a range of the existing road or a
range of the learned roads already registered, to a point where
the subject vehicle returns to the existing road or to the
learned road, and the control unit 29 generates a learned road
data for the new road.

The control unit 29 stores the learned road data to the
memory medium. The learned road data includes information
about the nodes including a connection point node that is a
node representing a connection point of the learned road to
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the existing road (i.e., a departure point from, and a return
point to the existing road) and connecting links of such node,
as well as the connection state of the roads that are repre-
sented by the links between the nodes and collection of coor-
dinates of the points that represent a road shape between the
departure point and the return point.

Further, there may be at least two methods for correlating
(i.e., keeping consistency) between the learned road data and
the ready-made map data. Per the first method, when the
learned road data is stored, the ready-made map data is
updated by having a new connection point of the learned road
link added to the existing road link or by dividing the existing
road link, thereby establishing a correlation or connection
between the learned road data and the ready-made map data.

Per the second method, when storing learned road data,
which is acquired after a travel of the subject vehicle on a road
that is non-existent in the existing map, a supplemental link
data that connects or correlates the learned road link and the
existing road link is generated, and the learned road data is
stored together with the supplemental link data. When storing
the supplemental link data, the road data of the ready-made
map data in the navigation apparatus 1 will not have any
change added thereto.

The supplemental link data is generated by using a base
link that represents the existing road (i.e., a road having a
departure point or a return point generated in a course of road
learning) that is connected to the learned road, with other
information regarding data of the existing, road such as road
attributes and road shape. The supplemental link data gener-
ated in the above-described manner is utilized as data for
defining a connection between the learned road link and the
existing road link, in place of the base link. Details of the
generation and utilization of the supplemental link data may
be found in a prior application by the same inventor, which is
filed under an application number JP-2011-051768.

(Branch Guidance Process)

With reference to FIG. 2, a branch guidance process per-
formed by the control unit 29 is described in the following.
The branch guidance process is a process started at a time
when the subject vehicle arrives at a predetermined distance
from a guidance object branch point (branch point hereinat-
ter), which may be an intersection, a rotary, a junction and the
like, during the execution of the route guidance process.

After a start of the branch guidance process by the control
unit 29, the process, in S100, determines whether an exit route
of the guidance route from the branch point is a learned road
link. When the exit route from the branch point is a learned
road link (S100:YES), the process proceeds to S104. Con-
versely, when the exit route from the branch point is not a
learned road link (S100:NO), the process proceeds to S102.

The process, in S102, determines whether an approach
route to the branch point is a learned road link. When the
approach route to the branch point is a learned road link
(S102:YES), the process proceeds to S108. On the other
hand, when the approach route to the branch point is not a
learned road link (S102:NO), the process proceeds to S106.

When the approach route to branch point is not a learned
road link, the process, in S106, performs a normal guidance
that does not consider a learned road link as a branch guide for
the branch point, which the subject vehicle is approaching. In
such guidance, a progress direction toward the exit route from
the branch point is determined, and the progress direction is
provided as guidance at a predetermined timing before the
subject vehicle arrives at the branch point, through sound
output, screen image or the like. The normal guidance may be
same as the guidance from a conventional navigation appa-
ratus.
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When the approach route to the branch point is a learned
road link, the process, in S108, performs a first branch guid-
ance that reflects a learned road link as a branch guidance
about the branch point concerned. Specifically, with refer-
ence to FIGS. 7A and 7B the first branch guidance is
described in the following.

FIGS. 7A and 7B are examples of the first branch guidance
performed for a guidance route P1 via a branch point N1. Per
the guidance route P1, the subject vehicle approaches the
branch point N1 from a learned road link Q1, which is the
approach route, and the subject vehicle exits the branch point
N1 to an existing road link E1, which is the exit route. A mark
C1 represents a travel position or a current positioning of the
subject vehicle. In this example, two guidance methods for
the same situation are described.

Inthe guidance example of FIG. 7A, in consideration of the
approach route to the branch point N1 being the learned road
link Q1, no route guidance for the branch point N1 is per-
formed. This is because the approach route is the learned road
link Q1, and a shape and a progress direction of the road
represented by the data of the learned road link may possibly
be different from an actual road. Therefore, any possible
inaccuracy in the route guidance due to the learned road link
Q1 being different from the actual road is avoided.

Further, if a warning about the learned road is provided
when the subject vehicle is traveling on on the learned road
link Q1, it is not necessary to provide a warning again for the
driver at a time of passing the branch point N1, since the
driver is already aware of the learned road. The guidance (i.e.,
warning) at a time of traveling on the learned road link will be
described later in detail.

In contrast, in the guidance example of FIG. 7B, in consid-
eration of the approach route to the branch point N1 being the
learned road link Q1, a warning (i.e., attention calling) mes-
sage regarding the learned road such as “Warning: Traveling
ona learned road. Drive with caution.” may be provided to the
user of the subject vehicle, and a guidance of a progress
direction may be presented in the same manner as the normal
guidance.

This idea of providing a normal guidance is used based on
an assumption that the approach route of the learned road link
Q1 is accurate. In addition, by providing a warning that that
the learned road link Q1 may be different from the actual
road, the attention of the user is directed to the situation that
the route guidance includes a route having a learned road link.

Further, from among the above two examples, the guidance
example of FIG. 7A may be provided for a user who prefers
a hassle-free guidance, disliking frequent/repeated informa-
tion provisions from the apparatus, and the guidance example
of FIG. 7B may be provided for a user who prefers a detailed
information provision.

Further, the user may select one of two guidance provision
methods described above according to his/her preference.

FIG. 8 is an example of the guidance route P1 of FIGS. 7A,
7B, with supplemental links. Specifically, the guidance route
P1 via the branch point N1 from the approach route of the
learned road link Q1 to the exit route of a supplemental link
S1. Supplemental links S1, S2 are generated based on the
existing road link E1 when the learned road link Q1 that is
connected to the existing road link E1 is generated. That is, a
base link of the supplemental links S1, S2 is the existing road
link E1. The supplemental link S1 links (i.e., connects) the
branch point node N1, which is a connection point between
the existing road link E1 and the learned road link Q1, and one
end node N3 of the existing road link E1. Further, the supple-
mental link S2 links the branch point node N1 and the other
end node N2, which is the other end node of the existing road
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link E1. In consideration of the approach route to the branch
point node N1, which is the learned road link Q1, the branch
guidance may be performed in the same manner as the guid-
ance examples of FIGS. 7A, 7B.

With continuing reference to FIG. 2, in S104, which is
subsequent to a determination that the exit route from the
branch point is a learned road link, the process determines
whether an approach route to the branch point is a learned
road link. When the approach route to the branch point is a
learned road link (S104: YES), the process proceeds to S112.
On the other hand, when the approach route to the branch
point is not a learned road link (S104: NO), the process
proceeds to S110.

In S110, which is subsequent to a determination that the
approach route to the branch point is not a learned road link,
the process performs a second branch guidance as a branch
guidance about the branch point concerned, which reflects a
learned road link to the branch guide. An example of the
second branch guidance is provided with reference to FIGS.
9A and 9B.

FIGS. 9A, 9B are examples of the second branch guidance
performed for the guidance route P1 via the branch point N1
from the approach route of the existing road link E1 to the exit
route of the learned road link Q1. In this case, two guidance
methods for the same situation are described.

In the guidance example of FIG. 9A, in consideration of an
approach route to the branch point N1 being the learned road
link, a warning message regarding the learned road is pro-
vided for the user. However, a progress direction guidance at
the branch point will not be provided. This is because there
may be a possibility that a shape and/or a progress direction of
the road represented by the data of the learned road link Q1 of
the exit route in the course of progress from the existing road
link E1 to the learned road link Q1 may be different from an
actual road. Therefore, any possible inaccuracy in the route
guidance due to the learned road link Q1 being different from
the actual road is avoided.

On the other hand, by calling the driver’s attention to the
fact that the guidance route includes the learned road prior to
the progress to the learned road link Q1, the driver recognizes
that the road to be traveled thereafter may possibly be differ-
ent from the actual road.

In contrast, in the guidance example of FIG. 9B, in consid-
eration of the exit route from the branch point N1 being the
learned road link, an attention calling message regarding the
learned road is provided for the driver, together with the
progress direction for the branch point that is same as the
normal guidance. This idea of providing a normal guidance is
used based on an assumption that the exit route of the learned
road link Q1 is accurate, with a pre-caution for a possibility
that the learned road link Q1 may be different from an actual
road, thereby calling an attention of the driver to make sure
that he/she is aware that the branch guide includes a route
based on a learned road link.

Further, the guidance example of FIG. 9A may be provided
for a user who prefers a hassle-free guidance, disliking fre-
quent information provisions from the apparatus, and the
guidance example of FIG. 9B may be provided for a user who
prefers a detailed information provision.

Further, the user may, by oneself, select one of two guid-
ance provision methods described above according to his/her
preference.

FIG.10is an example of the guidance route P1 of FIGS. 9A
and 9B, but with supplemental links. Specifically the guid-
ance route P1 via the branch point N1 from the approach route
of'the existing road link E2 to the exit route of the learned road
link Q1. The supplemental links S1, S2 are generated based
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onthe existing road link E2 when the learned road link Q1 that
is connected to the existing road link E2 is generated. That is,
a base link of the supplemental links S1, S2 is the existing
road link E2. The supplemental link S1 links (i.e., connects)
the branch point node N1, which is a connection point
between the existing road link E2 and the learned road link
Q1, and one end node N2 of the existing road link E2. Further,
the supplemental link S2 links the branch point node N1 and
the other end node N3, which is the other end node of the
existing road link E2. In consideration of the exit route from
the branch point node N1, which is the learned road link Q1,
the branch guidance is performed in the same manner as the
guidance examples of FIGS. 9A and 9B.

With continuing reference to FIG. 2, the process, in S112,
which is subsequent to a determination that the approach
route to the branch point is a learned road link, the process
performs a third branch guidance as a branch guidance about
the branch point concerned, which reflects a learned road link
to the branch guidance. An example of the third branch guid-
ance is described with reference to FIGS. 11A and 11B.

FIGS. 11A and 11B are examples of the third branch guid-
ance performed for a guidance route P1 via a branch point N1
from the approach route of a learned road link Q1 to the exit
route of a learned road link Q2. Further, a mark C1 represents
a position of the subject vehicle. In this case, two guidance
methods for the same situation are described.

In the guidance example of FIG. 11A, in consideration of
the approach route to the branch point N1 and the exit route
from the branch point N1 respectively being the learned road
links Q1, Q2, no route guidance for the branch point N1 is
performed. This is because both the approach route and the
exit route are learned road links, and a shape and a progress
direction of the road represented by the data of the learned
road links may possibly be different from the actual road.
Therefore, any possible inaccuracy in the route guidance due
to the learned road links Q1, Q2 being different from the
actual road is avoided.

Further, if a warning about the learned road is provided
when the subject vehicle travels on the learned road link Q1,
it is not necessary to provide a warning again for the driver at
a time of passing the branch point N1, since the driver is
already aware of traveling on the learned road.

In contrast, in the guidance example of FIG. 11B, in con-
sideration of the approach and the exit route to and from the
branch point N1 being the learned road links Q1, Q2, respec-
tively, a warning message regarding the learned road is pro-
vided for the driver of the subject vehicle, and a guidance of
a progress direction is provided in the same manner as the
normal guidance.

This idea of providing a normal guidance is used based on
anassumption that the approach route and the exit route of the
learned road links Q1, Q2 are accurate. In addition, by pro-
viding a warning that that the learned road links Q1, Q2 may
be different from the actual road, the attention of the user is
directed to the situation that the route guidance includes a
route having learned road links.

Further, the guidance example of FIG. 11A may be pro-
vided for a user who prefers a hassle-free guidance, disliking
frequent information provisions from the apparatus, and the
guidance example of FIG. 11B may be provided for a user
who prefers a detailed information provision.

Further, the user may select one of two guidance provision
methods according to his/her preference.

(Guidance Request Process)

With reference FIG. 3, the control unit 29 performs the
guidance request process of FIG. 3. The guidance request
process is performed during the operation of the navigation
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apparatus 1, which is started by a user instruction accepted by
the operation switch group 22 as an operation instruction for
requesting a guidance request. Further, the guidance request
is a function to provide guidance information about the clos-
est route guidance point that is closest to the current vehicle
position at a time of user operation of a certain operation
switch.

In S200 of the guidance request process, the control unit 29
determines whether the current position of the subject vehicle
is on a learned road link. When it is determined that the
current position of the subject vehicle is on a learned road link
(S200:YES), the process proceeds to S202. On the other
hand, when it is determined that the current position of the
subject vehicle is on a link other than a learned road link
(S8200:NO), the process proceeds to S204.

In S202, which is subsequent to a determination that the
current position of the subject vehicle is on a learned road
link, the process performs a learned road travel guidance,
notifying that the subject vehicle is traveling on a learned
road. An example of the learned road travel guidance is pro-
vided with reference to FIG. 12.

FIG. 12 is an example of the learned road travel guidance
performed in a situation that the subject vehicle is traveling on
alearned road link Q1. A mark C1 represents a travel position
of the subject vehicle. In this situation, when the operation
instruction about the guidance request is accepted from the
user, a message notifying the user that the subject vehicle is
currently traveling on the learned road, such as “Traveling on
a learned road. Drive with caution” may be provided. By the
provision of such message, the user is enabled to confirm that
the subject vehicle is traveling on a learned road, and may
recognize that there may be a possibility that the learned road
may be different from an actual road. The learned road travel
guidance is performed commonly for a time of providing the
route guidance toward a destination and for a time of not
providing such guidance.

With continuing reference to FIG. 3, in S204, which is
subsequent to a determination that the current position of the
subject vehicle is on a link other than a learned road link, the
process determines whether a route guidance process toward
a destination is currently being performed. When it is deter-
mined that the route guidance process is currently being per-
formed (S204:YES), the branch guidance process of FIG. 2 is
performed in S206 for the closest branch point on the guid-
ance route from the current position, and the branch guidance
for the closest branch point is provided based on the process-
ing result. On the other hand, when it is determined that the
route guidance process is not currently being performed
(S204:NO), the process concludes itself.

(Travel Track Guidance Process)

With reference to FIG. 4, the travel track guidance process
is performed by the control unit 29 during the operation of the
navigation apparatus 1, and is repeated at predetermined
intervals.

The process, in S300, determines whether the route guid-
ance process toward the destination is currently being per-
formed. When the route guidance process is being performed
(S300:YES), the process proceeds to S302. On the other
hand, when the route guidance process is not being performed
(S300:NO), the process concludes itself.

In S302, which is subsequent to a determination that the
route guidance process is currently being performed, the pro-
cess determines whether a current situation is a return situa-
tion. Specifically, the subject vehicle may be provided as
being in an off-route state, where the subject vehicle is not
following or is off the guidance route. In addition, the subject
vehicle may also be provided as being in an on-route state,
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where the subject vehicle is traveling along or driving along
the guidance route. Therefore, the return situation is when the
subject vehicle goes from the off-route state to on-route state.
When the process determines that the current situation is the
return situation, returning from off-route to on-route (S302:
YES), the process proceeds to S304. On the other hand, when
it is determined that the current situation is not the return
situation (S302:NO), the process concludes itself.

In S304, which is subsequent to a determination that the
current situation is the return situation, the process deter-
mines whether the link of a return point where the subject
vehicle has returned to the guidance route (i.e., an on-route
point) is a learned road link. When the link of the on-route
point is a learned road link (S304:YES), the process proceeds
to S306. On the other hand, when the link of the on-route
point is a link other than a learned road link (S304:NO), the
process proceeds to S308.

In S306, which is subsequent to a determination that the
link of the on-route point is a learned road link, the process
performs a learned road on-track guidance for notifying the
user that the on-route point is on a learned road. An example
of'the guidance performed by the learned road on-track guid-
ance is described with reference to FIGS. 13A, 13B, where a
mark C1 represents a travel position of the subject vehicle.

FIG. 13A is an example of the learned road on-track guid-
ance performed in the return situation during the route guid-
ance process, where the subject vehicle is transitioning
between two states. Specifically, the subject vehicle is tran-
sitioning from an off-route state, where the subject vehicle is
off of the guidance route P1, to an on-route state, where the
subject vehicle is traveling along the guidance route P1 on
learned road link Q1, which is part of the guidance route P1.
When the subject vehicle returns to the guidance route P1 at
the learned road link Q1, a message notifying the user that the
on-route point where the subject vehicle returned to the guid-
ance route P1 is on a learned road. Such message may be
provided as “Traveling on a learned road. Drive with caution.”
By providing such a message, the user may be able to confirm
that the subject vehicle returned to the on-route state onto the
learned road, and is alerted to the possibility that the learned
road may be different from the actual road.

Further, as shown in FIG. 13B, when the subject vehicle is
in a situation in which the route guidance process is not being
performed (S300:NO), the guidance regarding the learned
road will not be performed even when the subject vehicle
returns to on-route state and onto the learned road link Q1.

With continuing reference to FIG. 4, in S308, which is
subsequent to a determination that the link of the on-route
point back on the guidance route is a link other than a learned
road link, the process performs a normal guidance for the
travel of the subject vehicle along the guidance route.

(Consecutive Guidance Process)

With reference to FIG. 5, the consecutive guidance process
is performed by the control unit 29 and is started when the
subject vehicle arrives at a predetermined distance from a
branch point that is an object of the route guidance (i.e., a
guidance point) during route guidance.

In S400, the process determines whether a distance from a
first branch point closest to the current position of the subject
vehicle, which is an object of the route guidance, to a second
branch point that is the next object of the route guidance is
within a predetermined short distance (e.g., less than or equal
to 800 m). When the distance from the first branch point to the
second branch point is less than or equal to the predetermined
short distance (S400:YES), the process proceeds to S402. On
the other hand, when the distance from the first branch point
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to the second branch point is greater than the predetermined
short distance (S400:NO), the process proceeds to S406.

In S402, which is subsequent to a determination that the
distance from the first branch point to the second branch point
is less than or equal to the predetermined short distance, the
process determines whether an exit route from the second
branch point is a learned road link. When the exit route from
the second branch point is a learned road link (S402:YES),
the process proceeds to S404. On the other hand, when the
exit route from the second branch point is not a learned road
link (S402:NO), the process proceeds to S406.

In S404, which is subsequent to a determination that the
exit route from the second branch point is a learned road link,
the process performs two guidance together. Specifically, the
branch guidance for the first branch point and the learned road
link guidance that notifies that the exit route from the second
branch point is a learned road link. In such a case, the content
of'the branch guidance for the first branch point is determined
by the branch guidance process (FIG. 2). An example of the
guidance performed in S404 is provided with reference to
FIG. 14.

FIG. 14 is an example of a branch guidance performed for
the guidance route P1 via a branch point N1 and a branch
point N2. A mark C1 represents a travel position of the subject
vehicle. The subject vehicle approaches the branch point N1
from an approach route of an existing road link E1, and
approaches the branch point N2 from an approach route of an
existing road link E2. The subject vehicle then exits the
branch point N2 to an exit route of the learned road link Q1.
In this example, the distance between the first branch point
and the second branch point is within 800 meters, leading to
the affirmative determination of the condition in S400.

In this situation, the branch guidance for the first branch
point N1 (e.g., a progress direction) is performed when the
subject vehicle reaches a guidance point of the first branch
point N1, together with a presentation of an attention calling
message for calling an attention of the driver for the learned
road at the second branch point N2 ahead of the branch point
N1. The message for the driver may sound/look like “Warn-
ing: Learned road ahead. Drive with caution.”

In a situation where two branch points that are respectively
the objects of the branch guidance appear within a short
distance, such as the distance between branch point N1 and
N2, a warning message for the second branch point N2 is
provided together with the branch guidance for the first
branch point N1, thereby decreasing the number of guidance
messages provided within a short time.

With continuing reference to FIG. 5, when the distance
from the first branch point N1 to the second branch point N2
is greater than the predetermined short distance (S400:NO),
or, when the exit route from the second branch point is not a
learned road link (S402:NO), the process proceeds to S406, in
which the process performs a normal guidance for the first
branch point N1, not considering the learned road link of the
second branch point N2.

(Consolidation Guidance Process)

With reference to FIG. 6, a consolidation guidance process
is performed by the control unit 29 and is started when an
information providing event for notifying a guidance about
learned road links, such as a branch guidance, or a warning
message for an on-route time is generated during a route
guidance.

In S500, the process determines whether there is another
information providing event that should be performed at the
same time with the learned road link guidance. In other
words, whether there is additional/other information that
needs to be provided with the learned road guidance. When
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there is additional information (S500:YES), the process pro-
ceeds to S502. On the other hand, when there is no addition
information (i.e., no other information provided event)
(S500:NO), the process proceeds to S504, and performs the
learned road link guidance concerned.

In S502, which is subsequent to a determination that there
is additional information, the process performs the learned
road link guidance first, and then performs guidance for pro-
viding the additional information. An example of such guid-
ance is described with reference to FIG. 15.

FIG. 15 is an illustration of guidance procedure of two
guidance messages that need to be provided, one of which is
a warning message for calling an attention about the learned
road link Q1, and the other is a message for notifying, for
example, an approach to a destination G ahead of the learned
road link Q1. In such situation, the two message provision
timings is resolved by first providing the warning message
about the learned road link Q1, and then providing the
approach message that the subject vehicle has arrived at a
proximity of the destination G. In such manner, the two guid-
ance messages are securely provided including a warning
message about the learned road link.

Based on the present disclosure, when the approach route
does not correspond to the learned road link, but the exit route
does correspond to the learned road link, route guidance may
not provide a progress direction instruction for the branch
point. On the other hand, the route guidance may provide the
progress direction instruction for the branch point and an
attention calling message regarding travel along the learned
road link is provided.

When the subject vehicle approaches the branch point from
the learned road link and then exits to the existing road link,
the apparatus does not provide the progress direction for/at
the branch point, in case the connection state of the learned
road link to the branch point is uncertain. Further, if route
guidance is provided into the learned road link when the
subject vehicle enters the learned road link, guidance regard-
ing the learned road link may not be provided again at a timing
oftraveling through the branch point, thereby advantageously
preventing the user from feeling annoyance of redundant
guidance.

Alternatively, when the subject vehicle approaches the
branch point from the learned road link and then exits to the
existing road link, an attention calling message regarding
travel along the learned road link is performed in addition to
providing a normal branch guidance for instructing the
progress direction instruction. In such manner, based on the
user’s recognition about the uncertainty of the connection
state of the learned road link to the branch point, the branch
guidance is provided. Therefore, the route guidance for the
branch point is prevented from being unclear by providing
information in a positive manner.

Further, when the approach route does not correspond to a
learned road link and the exit route does correspond to a
learned road link, route guidance may be configured to pro-
vide an attention calling message regarding travel along the
learned road link or provide a progress direction instruction
for the branch point along with an attention calling message
regarding travel along the learned road link.

When the subject vehicle approaches the branch point from
the existing road link and then exits to the learned road link,
by providing a warning or an attention calling message
regarding travel along the learned road link the user may
recognize that the connection state of the exit route as a
learned road link at the branch point. At such time, in consid-
eration of uncertainty of the connection state of such learned
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road link, the route guidance for the branch point is prevented
from being unclear by not providing the progress direction
instruction.

Alternatively, when the subject vehicle approaches the
branch point from the existing road link and then exits to the
learned road link, by presenting an attention calling message
regarding travel along the learned road link in addition to
providing a conventional progress direction instruction for
the branch point, the user may recognize the uncertainty of
the connection state of the learned road link to the branch
point, before providing the branch guidance. In such case, by
combining the attention calling with the conventional branch
guidance, the route guidance for the branch point is prevented
from being unclear.

Further, the subject vehicle may depart from the guidance
route, which is provided as an off-route position, and later
return to the guidance route, which is provided as an on-route
position, during the route guidance. Once the subject vehicle
returns to on-route position, a return point at which the sub-
ject vehicle returns to the guidance route may correspond to a
learned road link. In such a case, the route guidance may
provide an attention calling message regarding travel along
the learned road link. In such manner, when the subject
vehicle returns from the off-route position to the on-route
position, the user may recognize that the connection state of
the learned road link to which the subject vehicle has returned
is uncertain.

Further, the approach route and the exit route respectively
correspond to a learned road link, the route guidance may not
provide a progress direction instruction for the branch point.
Alternatively, the route guidance may provide a progress
direction instruction for the branch point and an attention
calling message regarding travel along the learned road.

When the subject vehicle approaches the branch point from
one learned road link and then exits to another learned road
link from the branch point, by refraining from providing the
progress direction instruction, the route guidance for the
branch point is prevented from being made unclear due to the
uncertainty of the connection state of the learned road link at
the branch point. Further, the annoyance of the user may also
be prevented. Alternatively, by providing the attention calling
message in addition to providing the normal branch guidance
for instructing the progress direction, the user is notified that
the connection state of the learned road link at the branch
point is uncertain. In such case, by presenting the guidance
information in a positive manner, the route guidance at the
branch point is prevented from being ambiguous.

Further, a supplemental link may be provided as a new link
extending along a base existing road link from one end of the
learned road link to each end of the base existing road link.
That is, the supplemental link may actually be a pair of new
links, from one end of the learned road link, which is ona base
link side of the learned road link, to both ends of the existing
road link. The idea of using the supplement link is devised as
a connection method for defining connectivity between a
newly detected learned road link and the existing road link,
without directly rewriting the data of the existing road. That
is, the learned road link is added to the existing road link
through the supplemental link.

In such manner, even when the learned road link is added to
the data, the data of the existing road will not be modified,
thereby making it easier for performing a version update of
the ready-made map data.

Therefore, when the approach route corresponds to a
supplemental link and the exit route does not correspond to a
learned road link, the route guidance may be configured to
provide an attention calling message regarding travel along
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the learned road. Alternatively, the route guidance may pro-
vide a progress direction instruction for the branch point and
provide the attention calling message regarding travel along
the learned road.

Further, when the approach route corresponds to the
supplement link and the exit route does not correspond to a
learned road link, the route guidance may provide a progress
direction instruction for the branch point. Alternatively, the
route guidance may provide a progress direction instruction
for the branch point and provide the attention calling message
regarding travel along the learned road.

Furthermore, when a distance from a first branch point of a
route guidance object to a second branch point of a subse-
quent route guidance object is within a predetermined dis-
tance and the exit route from the second branch point corre-
sponds to the learned road link, route guidance of the two
branch points may be provided together. Specifically, the
route guidance may provide an attention calling message
regarding travel along a learned road, which is the exit route
from the second branch point, simultaneously with a provi-
sion of the branch guidance for the first branch point.

In such manner, in a situation where two route guidance
object branch points successively exist within a short dis-
tance, by combining the attention calling of the second branch
point with the branch guidance for the first branch point, the
interruption of two guidance messages during a short time,
which may annoy the user, may be avoided.

Further, a user may request guidance information for a
route guidance object that is on the guidance route and is
closest to a current position of the subject vehicle. When such
request is provided, route guidance for the branch point on the
guidance route closet to the current position of the subject
vehicle can be provided. In such manner, the branch guidance
for the closest branch point provided at a user-specified tim-
ing is realized.

Further, when the request for providing route guidance is
received and ifthe current position of the subject vehicle is on
a learned road link, the route guidance provides an attention
calling message regarding travel along the learned road. In
such manner, at the user-specified timing, the attention call-
ing message regarding travel along the learned road on which
the subject vehicle is currently traveling is performed.

Furthermore, if there is other route guidance information
that should be provided at a presentation timing of an atten-
tion calling message regarding travel along a learned road,
such route guidance information may be provided at the pre-
sentation timing with the attention calling message. For
instance, the route guidance may present the other route guid-
ance information after presenting the attention calling mes-
sage.

Although the present disclosure has been fully described in
connection with the preferred embodiment thereof with ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings, it is to be noted that
various changes and modifications will become apparent to
those skilled in the art, and such changes and modifications
are to be understood as being within the scope of the present
disclosure as defined by the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A navigation apparatus using ready-made map data and
learned road data for providing route guidance when a subject
vehicle is traveling, the learned road data including informa-
tion regarding a learned road link, the learned road link being
aroad that is notincluded as an existing road link stored in the
ready-made map data and being detected by a learned road
detector, the navigation apparatus comprising:

a branch classification unit determining whether an

approach route to a branch point and an exit route from
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the branch point respectively correspond to a learned
road link in the learned road data; and

a route guidance unit providing one of an existing road
branch guidance and a learned road branch guidance
being different from the existing road branch guidance,
wherein

the existing road branch guidance provides a progress
direction as guidance at a predetermined timing before
arriving at the branch point by using only the existing
road link of the ready-made map data, when the branch
classification unit determines that both the approach
route to the branch point and the exit route from the
branch point do not correspond to a learned road link,

the learned road branch guidance provides guidance infor-
mation reflecting the learned road link of the learned
road data, when the branch classification unit deter-
mines that at least one of the approach route to the
branch point and the exit route from the branch point
corresponds to the learned road link, and

the learned road detector generates a supplemental link as
anew link that extends from one end of the learned road
link to at least one end of the existing road link.

2. The navigation apparatus of claim 1, wherein

the route guidance unit provides the learned road branch
guidance in a first mode or a second mode when the
branch classification unit determines that the approach
route corresponds to the learned road link of the learned
road data and the exit route does not correspond to the
learned road link, the first mode does not provide the
progress direction for the branch point, and the second
mode provides the progress direction for the branch
point and a notification regarding travel along the
learned road link.

3. The navigation apparatus of claim 1, wherein,

the route guidance unit provides the learned road branch
guidance in a first mode or a second mode when the
branch classification unit determines that the approach
route does not correspond to the learned road link and
the exit route corresponds to the learned road link, the
first mode provides a notification regarding travel along
the learned road link, and the second mode provides the
route progress direction for the branch point and the
notification regarding travel along the learned road link.

4. The navigation apparatus of claim 1 further comprising:

a return unit determining whether a return point of the
subject vehicle returning to a guidance route corre-
sponds to the learned road link of the learned road data,
when the subject vehicle returns from an off-route posi-
tion of the guidance route to an on-route position of the
guidance route, wherein

the route guidance unit provides guidance that presents a
notification regarding travel along the learned road link,
when the return unit determines that the return point
corresponds to the learned road link of the learned road
data.

5. The navigation apparatus of claim 1, wherein

the route guidance unit provides the learned road branch
guidance in a first mode or a second mode when the
branch classification unit determines that the approach
route and the exit route respectively correspond to
learned road links ofthe learned road data, the first mode
does not provide the progress direction for the branch
point, and the second mode provides the progress direc-
tion for the branch point and a notification regarding
travel along the learned road link.
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6. The navigation apparatus of claim 1, wherein

the route guidance unit provides the learned road branch
guidance in a first mode or a second mode when the
branch classification unit determines that the approach
route corresponds to the supplemental link and the exit
route corresponds to the learned road link, the first mode
provides a notification regarding travel along the learned
road link, and the second mode provides the progress
direction for the branch point and the notification
regarding travel along the learned road link.

7. The navigation apparatus of claim 1, wherein

the learned road detector generates a supplemental link that
extends from one end of the learned road link to at least
one end of the existing road link, and the one end of the
learned road link is disposed on an existing road link side
of the learned road link, and

the route guidance unit provides the learned road branch
guidance in a first mode or a second mode when the
branch classification unit determines that the approach
route corresponds to the supplemental link and the exit
route does not correspond to the learned road link, the
first mode does not provide the progress direction for the
branch point, and the second mode provides the progress
direction for the branch point and a notification regard-
ing travel along the learned road link.

8. The navigation apparatus of claim 1 further comprising:

a successive branch guidance unit determining whether a
distance between a first branch point of a route guidance
object and a second branch point of a subsequent route
guidance object is less than or equal to a predetermined
distance, and whether the exit route from the second
branch point corresponds to the learned road link of the
learned road data, wherein

the route guidance unit presents a notification regarding
travel along the learned road link that is the exit route
from the second branch point with branch guidance for
the first branch point when the successive branch guid-
ance unit determines that the distance between the first
branch point and the second branch point is less than or
equal to the predetermined distance, and the exit route
from the second branch point corresponds to the learned
road link.

9. The navigation apparatus of claim 1 further comprising:

a guide request unit receiving an instruction for providing,
when requested by a user, a route guidance for a route
guidance object, the route guidance object being on the
guidance route and in proximity to a current position of
the subject vehicle, wherein

the route guidance unit provides the route guidance for the
branch point on the guidance route that is closest to the
current position of the subject vehicle based on a deter-
mination result by the branch classification unit, when
the guide request unit receives the instruction for pro-
viding the route guidance.

10. The navigation apparatus of claim 9, wherein

the route guidance unit provides a notification regarding
travel along the learned road link when the guide request
unit receives the instruction for providing the route guid-
ance and the current position of the subject vehicle is on
the learned road link.

11. The navigation apparatus of claim 2 further compris-

ing:

a message consolidation unit determining whether addi-
tional route guidance information should be provided at
a presentation timing, the presentation time being the
time at which a notification regarding travel along a
learned road link is to be provided, wherein
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the route guidance unit provides the additional route guid-
ance information after providing the notification, when
the message consolidation unit determines that addi-
tional route guidance information should be provided at
the presentation timing. 5
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